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COMMUNITY CENTER

are now, with few exceptions, thoroughly
organized and economically managed. All
cities, large towns and villages have graded
schools, and in many states graded courses
of study are provided for the rural schools.
Immense sums have been spent upon build-
Ings, grounds and appliances in cities and
towns and in the wealthiet rural communi-
ties. While each state is a law unto itself, as
far as its determination of courses of study,
qualifications of teachers, methods of organ-
ization and management are concerned, yet
in their main features all of the state sys-
tems are essentially the same. Though there
is not, technically or legally, a national sys-
tem of education, the uniformity of these
state systems practically makes the whole
system national.

Consult, in eaclx of the state articles, the
subhead. Education. See, also Higrh School,
subhead Junior High School.

COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND, the
name usually given to the form of govern-
ment which was in force from the death of
Charles 1,1649, to the restoration of Charles
II, in 1660. That is, it was the period dur-
ing which England was governed without a
king. The interval in which Cromwell gov-
erned as Lord Protector, from 1653 to his
death, is known as the Protectorate. See
CROMWELL, OLIVER.

COMMUNE, Tcom mune', the smallest gov-
ernment district in France and in some other
countries, as Belgium. A commune some-
times embraces a number of villages, while
some large cities are divided into a number
of communes. In either case each commune
is governed by an officer called a mayor, who
is assisted by a deliberative assembly called
the conseil municipal* In America the town-
ship is the local unit most like the commune.

COMMUNE OP PARIS, a name applied
in French history to two bodies which at
different times ruled Paris. The first was a
revolutionary committee which in 1792 took
the place of the municipal government of
Paris and soon usurped the supreme author-
ity in the country. Among its chiefs were
some of the most violent of the demagogues,
such as Hebert, Danton and Robespierre (see
FRENCH REVOLOTIOST).

The name was also adopted by tne ultra-
radical party brought in to prominence by
the events of the Franco-German War, and,
more immediately, by the siege of Paris (Oc-
tober, 1870, to January, 1871). This party

ruled Paris for a brief period after the evac-
uation of the German troops and had to be
suppressed by troops collected by the Na-
tional Assembly of France. During this re-
gime much valuable property was destroyed.
COMMUNISM, originally an economic
system altruistic in conception, in which no
man in a society owned property in his own
right; he gave his labor for the good of all,
and the needs of himself and his fellows were
supplied from the common fund. Several
such experiments have been tried within a
century, but all have been abandoned.

The basis of Communism has undergone a
change, revolutionary but understandable.
Hadical minds, viewing with iiitolleranee an
ordered state of society under capitalism,
seized upon its principles and carried them
to the extreme that resulted in the flowering
of the government of Soviet Russia, a vast
Communist state, the only example of its
kind.

In Russia Communism is the "rule of the
proletariat" (the common people; the class
without property), where the structure of
capitalism, representing all that had stood
for repression under the czars, no longer
exists, but is made to serve the working
classes; class distinctions are levelled.

The workers control the state, through com-
mittees called Soviets, but dictators assume
control of public thought and action, and the
workers, tamely submissive, are themselves
under stern repression.

COMMUNITY CENTER. The spirit of
friendly cooperation in local communities is
one of the most encouraging aspects of mod-
ern life. It is being particularly manifested
211 the establishment of neighborhood cen-
ters, where all the people of the community
meet on a common footing for recreation,
fellowship or educational uplift. Most
important of the agencies used for neighbor-
hood cooperation is the school. Prof. Ed-
ward J. "Ward, a specialist in community or-
ganization, has been chiefly instrumental in
furthering the idea of making the school
a community center*

The plan recommended by Professor Ward
is about as follows: There should first of
all be a preliminary organization of the
adult citizens of a neighborhood. They may
apply to the proper authorities for the use
of the school building in the organization
of a neighborhood forum, conducted on the
same plan as a debating or literary society.